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Abstract 

 

This essay provides an annotated bibliography, highlighting books and articles about the history of Jesuit 
higher education in the United States. It lists sources that should be helpful to anyone researching the topic, 
and can be used as a starting point for scholars seeking more information about how Jesuit colleges and 
universities evolved over time. 

In 2022, after seven years of research, it was my 
honor to publish the first book-length history of 
Jesuit higher education in the United States.1 
Collecting information on this topic was no easy 
task; by some measures, the Jesuits have operated 
as many as 54 US colleges and universities, about 
half of which either closed or discontinued their 
degree programs and evolved into high schools. 
Surveying the interconnected histories of so many 
institutions would have been impossible if not for 
a long list of excellent sources that had already 
told pieces of Jesuit history in more specialized or 
localized contexts. 
 
The purpose of this essay is to provide an 
annotated bibliography on the history of US Jesuit 
colleges and universities. By identifying the 
sources that I found most useful in my own 
research, my hope is that this article can guide 
future scholars as they dig deeper into this story 
and move closer to a fuller understanding of 
American Jesuit history. The scholarly literature is 
full of insightful studies of individual Jesuit 
colleges, the Jesuits’ educational philosophy, and 
specific elements of the Jesuit experience, but it 
can sometimes be difficult to see clearly how these 
many stories fit together into an overall narrative.  
 
The story of Jesuit higher education is 
simultaneously local, national, and global. Many 
books and articles focus on only on the local 
aspects of this history (explaining how a particular 
Jesuit college met the needs of its community) or 
on the global aspects (explaining how the Jesuit 
order, as a whole, spread its educational mission 
around the world). It is only by reading all of these 
stories in context with each other, viewing them as 

pieces of a complicated puzzle, that we can 
understand the many forces that shaped Jesuit 
higher education throughout history.  
 
Regional Histories 
 
There are several sources that survey the history 
of American Jesuits on a regional level. First is 
Father Gilbert Garraghan’s three-volume Jesuits of 
the Middle United States, originally published in 1938 
and republished by Loyola University Press in 
1983. It tells the detailed story of the (mainly 
Belgian) Jesuits who settled in the Midwest, and 
who branched out from their first college, Saint 
Louis University, to staff others from Ohio to 
Kansas. Much of the narrative focuses on Jesuit 
missionary work among the Indigenous people of 
the Great Plains and the 1930s-era description of 
that activity is noticeably dated. However, 
Garraghan offers valuable accounts of the origins 
of Saint Louis and its daughter institutions—
Creighton, Marquette, Xavier, and the University 
of Detroit Mercy—along with several less-
successful college projects. Less detailed but still 
valuable are Garraghan’s historical sketches of 
several colleges that the Missouri Jesuits inherited 
from other Jesuit provinces, including Regis and 
John Carroll Universities.2  
 
A more recent book, Sacrifice and Survival by R. 
Eric Platt, offers the best-available history of 
Jesuit education in the South. Platt outlines the 
rise and fall of often-forgotten Jesuit institutions 
like St. Charles College in Louisiana, Sacred Heart 
College in Georgia, and St. Mary’s University in 
Texas, demonstrating how the Jesuits closed those 
schools to ensure the survival of Loyola 
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University (New Orleans) and Spring Hill 
College.3  

Gerald McKevitt, S.J. is the authority on Jesuit 
activity in the American West. His 2007 book, 
Brokers of Culture, stands out among his many 
publications on that topic, outlining the 
missionary activity of the Italian Jesuits who 
settled in the Rocky Mountains and the California 
coast. As is the case in Garraghan’s book, the 
focus here is mainly on the missions, with 
scattered, but insightful references to higher 
education.4 McKevitt also wrote an article on the 
topic (essentially a shorter version of the book) 
that offers helpful details on the origins of 
Gonzaga University.5 More directly relevant is 
McKevitt’s 1979 book on the history of Santa 
Clara University, which, despite its titular focus, 
also includes valuable historical sketches of the 
University of San Francisco and Loyola 
Marymount University.6 
 
There is not, to my knowledge, a comparably 
comprehensive history of the East Coast Jesuits. 
This is likely because Jesuit activity in the East has 
been fragmented, with Fordham and most of New 
York City historically under the influence of 
French Jesuits and the rest of the region under 
separate provinces based in Maryland or Boston—
all of which merged, split, and merged again at 
various points. However, Arthur Bender, S.J. 
provides a detailed history of Jesuits in New York 
State7 and James Leo Burke, S.J. studies the 
former New England Province in two pamphlets 
now accessible digitally through the College of the 
Holy Cross. 8 
 
Broad National Histories 
 
Few scholarly publications have attempted a “big-
picture” account of Jesuit higher education writ 
large, but Gerald McKevitt, S.J. provides a brief 
overview of the topic in a 1983 article.9 Philip 
Gleason tackles the subject as well in a 2007 
article, but limits the scope of his analysis to the 
1800s. Gleason also omits a handful of Jesuit 
colleges and universities that existed during this 
timeframe.10 
 
Father William McGucken’s 1932 book, The Jesuits 
and Education, perhaps comes closest to a truly 
national analysis, but its focus is explicitly on 

Jesuit high schools. Given that most Jesuit 
colleges originated as something akin to what we 
would call a high school, this classic book still has 
some relevance to Jesuit higher education.11  
 
There are general histories of Catholic higher 
education overall and most of these sources 
naturally include references to Jesuit schools. 
Edward Power’s classic Catholic Higher Education in 
America provides a good overview, but because it 
was published in 1972, it omits the pivotal 
developments that have taken place since then, 
including the separate incorporation of the 
colleges and the modern efforts to redefine 
Catholic education.12 Today’s readers can pick up 
the story where Power’s book left off by 
consulting more recent works, like Philip 
Gleason’s Contending with Modernity and Father 
William Leahy’s Adapting to America, both of which 
cover the same ground as Power but extend the 
narrative by a few decades.13 Other sources, like 
Schier and Russett’s Catholic Women’s Colleges in 
America (2001) and a handful of journal articles, 
provide good general analysis of Catholic higher 
education.14 George Marsden’s The Soul of the 
American University primarily analyzes Protestant 
higher education, but includes references to 
Catholic schools.15  
 
There are also what might be called “thematic” 
histories, which tell a sweeping national story from 
a limited perspective. Both Gleason’s and Leahy’s 
aforementioned books focus on how Catholic 
colleges were forced to adapt and evolve their 
traditional approach to education in order to 
survive in the American system. Paul Fitzgerald, 
S.J. offers a detailed look at the governance model 
for Jesuit colleges and how it changed in the 
twentieth century, while Kathleen Mahoney 
describes the tensions between Jesuit colleges and 
Harvard Law School during a pivotal controversy 
that played out in the late 1800s.16 One of the best 
collections of primary documents related to 
Catholic higher education is American Catholic 
Higher Education: Essential Documents, 1967-1990, 
edited by Alice Gallin, O.S.U.17 
 
Individual College Histories 
 
The most abundant sources of information about 
the history of Jesuit higher education are what 
Philip Gleason termed “institutional 
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biographies”18—books or articles that trace the 
history of an individual school.  

Many books written about Jesuit colleges were 
commissioned by the colleges themselves, often to 
mark a centennial or other major anniversary. 
Because they were often intended to be read by 
students and alumni of the college, they tend to be 
infused with a flair of school spirit and nostalgia. 
This tends to be particularly true of college 
histories written in the 1950s or earlier. For 
example, the early histories of Georgetown and 
Saint Louis Universities barely mention slavery, 
even though enslaved people were an important 
part of the histories of both the Maryland and the 
Missouri Jesuits.  
 
Georgetown, Fordham, and to some extent, Saint 
Louis are the most-studied of the Jesuit colleges. 
Classic books on Georgetown’s history include 
John Gilmary Shea’s 1891 centennial study, as well 
as Father John Daley’s 1957 Georgetown University: 
Origin and Early Years and Father Joseph Durkin’s 
1963 sequel, Georgetown University: The Middle 
Years.19 Durkin also wrote a popular Georgetown 
history for a wider audience that was published by 
Doubleday in 1964.20 All of these sources have 
been superseded by Robert Emmett Curran’s 
three-volume 2010 history, which takes a more 
comprehensive approach.21 Other useful 
scholarship can be found in Father William 
McFadden’s bicentennial collection of reflections 
on Georgetown’s mission and identity.22 A new 
translation of the memoirs of Father Giovanni 
Grassi, an Italian missionary who served as 
Georgetown’s president during the War of 1812, 
is a valuable primary source.23 
 
Fordham’s history was recently retold in Father 
Thomas Shelley’s excellent 2016 book, which 
draws from previous sources including Christa 
Klein’s 1976 doctoral thesis and Father Robert 
Gannon’s 1967 institutional biography.24 For 
many years, William Barnaby Faherty, S.J. was the 
authority on Saint Louis University history, with 
several articles on the subject along with two 
books: one lengthy 1968 volume and a much 
shorter 2009 paperback.25 A new history of Saint 
Louis University, published in 2017, updates the 
narrative.26 
 

Standouts among other institutional biographies 
include Nicholas Varga’s study of Loyola 
University Maryland, which provides a truly 
comprehensive account of the issues facing 
smaller Catholic colleges and offers valuable 
insights into several mid-twentieth century court 
cases that affected both Loyola and Catholic 
education writ large.27 Father Anthony 
Kuzniewski’s book on Holy Cross and David 
Contosta’s book on Saint Joseph’s (Philadelphia) 
are equally valuable in telling the story of East 
Coast Jesuits outside of Georgetown.28 Boston 
College’s history was told in 1947 by Father David 
Dunigan; in 1990 by Donovan, Dunigan, and 
Fitzgerald; and most recently by James O’Toole in 
Ever to Excel (2022).29  
 
Western and Southern Jesuit schools have 
received comparatively less scholarly attention, but 
good institutional biographies exist in the form of 
McKevitt’s history of Santa Clara, Father Harold 
Stansell’s 1977 history of Regis (and Ron 
Brockway’s 2003 follow-up volume), Walt 
Crowley’s standout history of Seattle University, 
Father Wilfred Schoenberg’s 1960s-era history of 
Gonzaga, and Kevin Starr’s book commemorating 
Loyola Marymount’s centennial.30 The University 
of San Francisco’s story is told in context with 
other Jesuit activities in the city in Father John 
Bernard McGloin’s Jesuits by the Golden Gate.31 In 
Louisiana, Bernard Cook contributed significantly 
to our understanding of Loyola University New 
Orleans.32 In Alabama, Spring Hill College 
archivist Charles J. Boyle wrote and edited a 
handful of historical sketches of that institution.33 
 
Among Midwestern schools, standout 
publications include Thomas Jablonsky’s 
biography of Marquette, Shirl Kasper’s centennial 
history of Rockhurst, Dennis Mihelich’s lengthy 
history of Creighton, Donald Gavin’s centennial 
history of John Carroll, and Ellen Skerrett’s 
history of Loyola Chicago.34 As the second-oldest 
Jesuit school in the Midwest, Xavier University 
played an outsized role in the region’s history—a 
story told well in Father Lee Bennish’s 1981 
book.35 Herman Muller, S.J. authored a history of 
the University of Detroit in 1977; more updated 
information about the university in its current 
form (following its 1990 merger with Mercy 
College of Detroit) is available in a newer volume 
edited by Muller, Sabourin, and Cohen.36  
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Other institutional biographies include books and 
articles about Fairfield University and Canisius 
College.37 To the best of my knowledge, there are 
no recent book-length scholarly histories of Saint 
Peter’s University, the University of Scranton, Le 
Moyne College, or the (formerly Jesuit) Wheeling 
University, but there are short articles that address 
the history of some of these institutions, and 
primary sources can be found in the various 
school archives.38  
 
Although many of these institutional biographies 
were self-published directly by the universities 
rather than by independent, peer-reviewed 
academic presses, the quality of the scholarship is 
typically quite high. In addition, there are more 
targeted histories that tell the story of individual 
professional schools within the universities—
nursing schools, law schools, medical schools, 
etc.—often published in those schools’ alumni 
magazines. Georgetown’s School of Foreign 
Service has a particularly rich collection of sources 
on its history.39  
 
In researching the history of Jesuit colleges that 
have closed, the best source is often the Woodstock 
Letters—a newsletter published 1872-1969 by 
Woodstock College in Maryland, and recently 
digitized by both the Jesuit Archives and the Jesuit 
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