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evaluation of the intervention. In addition, it is also recommended that case managers designated to the 

labor and delivery and mother-baby units follow up with the pediatric providers of the patient’s identified 

as being at risk for child maltreatment. The case managers will need to notify the provider of findings and 

alert providers to the potential of child maltreatment in order for adequate monitoring and further follow 

up to occur after the family is determined to be at-risk.       

Implications for Nursing Practice  

 Evidence-based practice has significant benefits for both patients and nurses. This project 

provides the underpinnings for the development of an evidence-based screening and educational 

intervention that could be utilized by other health care settings. Research strongly supports that risk 

assessments greatly improve early recognition of risk factors for child maltreatment. In the military 

community where there are a number of factors present which contribute to the presence of child 

maltreatment in the military community, it is imperative that risk factors be identified prior to incidence 

to aid in decreasing overall occurrences of child maltreatment. Conducted appropriately, the AFNS may 

yield a referral to the New Parent Support Program which utilizes home visitation in addition to the 

comprehensive U.S Army Community Service New Parent Support Program Family Needs Screener. 

Extensive research has shown that home visitation is the most effective intervention for child 

maltreatment prevention and it reduces the overall risk for maltreatment (Lecroy & Krysik, 2011; 

Krugman et al, 2007; Segal et al, 2012). In addition, home visitation has been proven to aid in identifying 

risk factors of child maltreatment prior to incident due to the thorough assessment procedures utilized to 

include the U.S Army Community Service New Parent Support Program Family Needs Screener (Adams, 

2005; Newton & Vandeven, 2005, Kumpfer et al., 2012).  

Summary  

 The focus on improvement in maternal-child outcomes and the awareness of the devastating 

impact of child maltreatment in the military community demands improved methods for identifying risk 

factors for child maltreatment. Early identification aids in providing timely intervention. This project 
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provided the groundwork needed to begin developing a well designed educational program in enhancing 

nursing knowledge. Knowledge regarding administration and interpretation of the Abbreviated Family 

Needs Screener as well as preventative measures for child maltreatment was improved. Standardized 

implementation of the educational program as well as use of the Abbreviated Needs Screener in all 

military hospitals could prove to be monumental in deterring child maltreatment.  
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