























Courtney Moynihan
STAFF WRITER

hat does your astrological

sun sign mean to you? For
most, their sign is used as a simple
source of amusement at the end of
reading the most recent issue of
“Cosmopolitan.” For others it is a
quick bit to skim over when readin
the morning paper.
Maybe you’re one
of the few who
receives daily
updates to your
phone from the
astrology app

Either way,
no matter how
often you check
your horoscope,
there are very
few people who
truly understand
the historical
significance and real world
applications of astrology that affect
people to this day.

According to Faust, “the earliest
records of astrology date back to 1800
B.C. and came from the Babylonians.”
This makes astrology one of the oldest
forms of physical archaic science.

The Babylonian’s study of astrology
is also proven to have been the earliest
known documentation of human
interpretation of celestial omens.

Astrology was originally used
for many more purposes than justa
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simplistic source of entertainment.
Not only was it used as a way to
predict weather or tell fortunes, but
astrology was also utilized to manage
the affairs of state. Later, it was

used in the practices of alchemy and
medicine (that is, until better practices
or methods came along). To be so
closely in-tune with observations of

nature allowed ancient peoples a better
March's Horoscope Signs are ynderstanding of

Pisces (Feb. 20-March 20)
Aries (March 21-April 20)

the world and, even
more importantly,

themselves.

According
to Joanna
Woolfolk
in her book
“The Only
Astrology
Book

You’ll Ever

Need,”
“Astrology
has been
described as a stairway leading
into your deeper self...that allows
you to direct your own destiny and
in the process reach a truer self-
understanding.”

An extremely interesting real-world

application of horoscopes comes
from a case this past fall in China,

in which a number of employers
used horoscopes as a way to screen
their potential employees. More
specifically, according to Christopher
Beam in an article published by New
Republic in September, a particularly

intriguing case happened where “one
young job applicant in Chongging
reportedly turned down a position
because she was a Leo and her would-
be boss was a Pisces.”

So why do so many find these
labels to be nothing more than bogus,

while others take astrological markers
of personality deep into consideration?
Interpretations of astrological sun
signs change, but horoscopes never
seem to be hard to find.

St. Patrick’s Day in Denver

f you’re looking for a fun thing to do before all the pub-crawls start on St.
Patrick’s Day, try heading downtown for the St. Patrick’s Day Parade! The
parade is set to start at 9:30 a.m. on March 14 at 19th Street and Wynkoop, a

block over from Union Station.

For full information and parade route, see denverstsptricksdayparade.com.
If you go, send your pictures to highlander@regis.edu or tag them
#ruhighlander for a chance to have them featured on our social media

pages!
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Welcome to Middle Earth: A Visit to Matamata, New Zealand
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Are you looking to go on an
adventure? Does the thought

of tall wizards, trolls, dwarfs and
dragons sound appealing to you?
Familiar perhaps? All that and more
can be found in the movie adaptation
set of "The Hobbit."
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increasingly poplar over the last few
decades and the set of Hobbiton is no
different. Located about 15 minutes
outside of Matamata, New Zealand on
the Anderson family farm, this movie
set is so pristinely hidden away in the
rolling green hills that you cannot tell
you are in 21st century New Zealand
While on the tour, you see where
certain scenes were filmed, learn cool

facts and even have a drink in the
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Green Dragon
Tavern.

When Sir
Peter Jackson
was looking
for a location
for the original
Middle Earth, his
wife suggested
Matamata because =~ 4
she herself grew
up there. He was
looking for three
things: rolling
green hills, a large
tree and a small
pond all in the
same area.

His scouts
found it on
the Anderson’s farm just outside
Matamata. The story goes that once
they saw it from the sky they went
to go talk to Mr. Anderson about
looking around his land. It was a
Sunday afternoon and the All Blacks,
New Zealand’s national rugby team,
was playing. Anderson was watching
the game. Luckily, they happened to
come around during half time, so Mr.
Anderson opened the door. Had they
come during actual game time, there
might not be a Hobbiton there today

The tour costs about 75 New
Zealand dollars but it is worth it. You
walk through the center of the town,
past Bilbo Baggins’ house, and end
with a cool drink in the Green Dragon
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Tavern. In the

Tavern, they have
special drinks that are brewed just for
the tour. You learn quirky facts about
the movies and the production.

While you cannot actually go into
a Hobbit Hole, they are pretty cool to
look at from the outside and some are
really very tiny.

If you are ever in Middle Earth,
[ highly suggest going on the tour.
Matamata is a three-hour bus trip
from the large North Island city
of Auckland but the scenery is so
beautiful that the drive goes by pretty
fast. Luckily for you, the Anderson
family has rebuilt most of the set with
long-lasting materials in the hopes that
the tours can go on for years to come.




