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A nation of readers? 
Justin Goldman 
Staff Reporter 

These days, it seems 
that everyday concepts 
such as globalization, 
the information revolu­
tion, and knowledge on-demand are 
thrown around, often without a sense 
of depth or context. The•lnternet has 
opened the door to a world of informa­
tion and profoundly changed the way 
our society functions. Yet, it has also, 
1 believe, created the illusion of under­
standing and competency. With all 
likelihood, today's traditional college­
age students began developing appar­
ent Internet savvy prior to their 
teenage years. But I sense that many 
young adults do not make the most of 
this unprecedented access, due to lim­
ited interest and proficiency in reading 
about serious, newsworthy matters. 

This past December, Michael 
Gorman, president of the American 
Library Association, responded to a 
study assessing adult literacy by 
telling the Washington Post "Only 31 
percent of college graduates can read 
a complex book and extrapolate from 
it. That's not saying much for the 
remainder." 

The literacy study, along with others 
by scholars such as David Mindich, 
suggests that a small percentage of 

young adults take the time to read seri­
ous news coverage. Those who do 
follow pertinent issues display the abil­
ity to present nuanced arguments. 
Speaking from my own experience, it 
has been invaluable to make the time 
to read about current events. I am 
concerned about the question, "Is that 
book for a class?" It is troubling that 
often students would only associate 
reading with class requirements. It 
comes as little surprise that older gen­
erations view the students of 
Generation Y as children of the happy­
go-lucky nineties who have faced little 
adversity. 

From my point of view so much in 
life has a political connotation. The 
lack of interest in current affairs has 
created a trend that threatens a core 
aspect of representative government; 
the decline in civic virtue and engage­
ment. It seems easier for a young per­
son to go through life with little or no 
awareness of his/her connection to the 
state or of the responsibility that goes 
hand-in-hand. Take the case of H.R. 
609 which failed in the House of 
Representatives by a vote of 200-220 
last week. This legislation would have 
cut student loan interest rates from 
6.8% to 3.4%. According to the 
Kansas City• Star, the recent budget 
signed into law by President Bush 
trims approximately $12 billion in fund-

ing for student loans over a five-year 
period. 

I believe that college students need 
to make the time to read-for the com­
mon good, and their own enlightened 
self-interest. The current global sys­
tem has social justice consequences 
for people worldwide that need to be 
fully understood. Also, when today's 
college students tackle today's job 
market they cannot ignore global 
trends that impact public, private, and 
non-profit sectors. As students gradu­
ate and the grace period ends, they 
will have to begin to repay those stu­
dent loans that the Congress chose 
not to reduce the interest rates. 

When a young American consumer 
dials up the call center over a difficulty 
with their iPod, it may often be a skilled 
worker from India on the line trou­
bleshooting the problem from 
Bangalore. Terence Chea writes in the 
Seattle Post that with its numerous call 
centers and software firms serving for­
eign clients, Bangalore is the center of 
the global outsourcing debate. 
According to The Associated Press, 
IBM, Dell, Microsoft and Oracle are 
expanding their Bangalore work forces 
to tap into India's huge pool of well­
trained, relatively inexpensive engi­
neers and other professionals. We 
live in an uncertain world; a world 
where volatility from the East Asian 
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Financial Crisis of the late 90s spread 
to Brazil, Russia, and the United 
States. 

A positive trend is the number of fac­
ulty members who bring current print 
journalism and scholarly writing into 
classroom discussions. Professors 
can encourage good reading habits, 
but at the end of the day students must 
take ownership of this critical tool of 
learning. David Ignatius wrote in the 
Washington Post, in response to the 
Congressional rejection of the Dubai 
Ports World deal that, "It sent a mes­
sage that for all the U.S. rhetoric about 
free trade and partnerships with allies, 
America is basically hostile to Arab 
investment." This era demands 
understanding the political, economic, 
social, and historical tensions underly­
ing national decisions and priorities. 
We need a nation of readers. 

This article was recently published 
in the fall 2006 edition of 
Conversations, the Jesuit magazine. 

Justin Goldman recently graduated 
from Regis University with a degree in 
international policy. He was the 
Highlander's opinion editor last year. 
Justin Goldman is now Senior 
Management Analyst at Global 
Management & Technology 
Consulting in Washington, D. C. 
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