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ABSTRACT

A Crime Hidden in Plain Sight: A Review of Programs

That Address Human Trafficking in Colorado

The focus of this project is looking at current programs in the Denver area that work in some
capacity to combat human trafficking. Research suggests that Denver is a huge drop off point
for victims due to a major international airport and two major cross-country highways
intersecting in the middle of downtown Denver. While the project does not provide any
conclusive evidence, the numbers presented do show that perhaps there is a correlation between
the establishment of these programs and an increase in arrest rates for certain charges. While
one program focuses more on services and aiding the victims of trafficking, the other focuses on
awareness and training related to trafficking. A combination of these two organizations may
very well have contributed to the growing awareness in the state of Colorado, and in turn, there
has been an increase in arrests for charges related to trafficking.
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Chapter 1
INTRODUCTION

Human trafficking on its most basic level is in reality the equivalent of modern-day
slavery. The Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000 defines human trafficking as (a) the
recruitment, harboring, transporting, supplying, or obtaining a person for labor or services
through the use of force, fraud, or coercion for the purpose of involuntary servitude or slavery; or
(b) sex trafficking in which a commercial sex act is induced by force, fraud, or coercion, or in
which the person induced to perform sex acts is under 18 years of age (Logan, Walker, & Hunt,
2009).

According to Logan, Walker, and Hunt (2009), there are several misconceptions when it
comes to human trafficking. One of these is the belief that people must be transported to meet
the definition of the human trafficking law. The current legislation however, does not require
that a person be physically transported across locations to meet the definition. Another
misconception is the belief that people are brought into the country, legally or illegally, as a part
of the trafficking. In reality, people can be trafficked within their own country. In addition, one
should not confuse human smuggling with human trafficking. In a smuggling scenario, the
relationship between the smuggled person and the transporter ends when the smuggled person
arrives at their destination. In a trafficking scenario, the transportation of a person is most often
only the beginning, and is only a means to obtaining forced labor. It should be pointed out that
even though a person may consent to the original transportation, that consent is not relevant
when threats, coercion, or the use of force is used to exploit someone (Logan, Walker, & Hunt,
2009).

Human trafficking is a world wide problem, where it is estimated that 800,000 victims
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