There are many studies, articles, and books that support and emphasize the importance of
arts integration in the classroom. Over the last 70 years, the research has consistently
shown that students benefit from exposure to the arts, integrated lessons, and aternative
assessments. If you are interested in researching this topic on your own, or you would
like to see the specific statistics and study results, | have included several of the best
resources | have found here - and | would be happy to provide you with a complete

bibliography after the presentation.

35



Try an arts integration in your classroom! Look at your plans for the next few weeks and
seeif there is a place that you can add a creative project or assessment in place of a
written assignment or exam. |Isthere an active project that you can insert that can
combine multiple concepts in area-world scenario? Arts integrations will improve your
student’ s achievement, attitude, and understanding. Y ou have nothing to lose. Giveit a
try and evaluate the results! Y ou will be glad you did. Watch your students grow and

thrivel
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I would like to conclude with this powerful quote from the book “Renaissance in the
classroom”.

(read quote)

Thank you for your time, and | hope that you will try an arts integration in your

classroom in the near future!
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Chapter Summary
In this chapter, the author presented a PowerPoint presentation designed to
highlight the many benefits to students and teachers when the arts are integrated into the
core curriculum. The presentation included an overview of the research and literature on
art integration, the positive impact of integration on teaching and learning, and
suggestions to help teachers begin to integrate the arts into their own lessons and
assessments. In Chapter 5, the author will reflect on the achievements of the project, the

limitations of the project, recommendations for the future, and a project summary.
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Chapter 5
DISCUSSION

In an educational environment of standards and high stakes testing, the focus on
the whole child is sometimes lost. It is critical that educators step back and look at the
individuals in their classrooms. Children have different learning styles, interests, and
strengths, and all children deserve the opportunity to be taught and assessed in ways that
allow them to use and develop their interests and strengths. Y ears of research and study
have consistently shown that exposure to the arts, along with integrated lessons and
assessments, improve: student achievement, cognitive capacities, self- esteem, attitudes,
and behavior. The arts give context and relevancy to learning in many different subject
areas. Creative exploration of ideas and concepts help students to process and retain the
information they are learning. This project was designed to encourage teachers and
administrators to implement art integrations in their classrooms. Barriers always exigt,
such as lack of time, training, and funding, which prevent good practices from being
implemented in schools. The beauty of art integration isthat it can be done easily in any
classroom by making small changes to current lessons and assessments, and simply
offering students creative choices.

Objectives Achieved

The goal of this project was to share the value of art integration with teachers and
administrators, and to encourage the use of art integration in the classroom. This aLthor
was successful in sharing this presentation with several teachers and administrators at the
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middle school where she is employed, and with teachers at two other schools. The
administrators were very excited and enthusiastic about the content, and planto share the
presentation with their entire staff. This middle school, and the entire school district, has
chosen critical thinking as afocus area for teachers and students this year. One
administrator was so excited about the relevance of this presentation, as part of the
critical thinking discussion, that she suggested showing it to the District School Board. A
Resource Teacher felt that the most successful message of the presentation was that any
teacher can integrate the arts into any subject area classroom, and the changes can be
smple to implement. This Resource Teacher also noted the value of integrated |essons
for learners who struggle with traditional lessons and assessments. The teachers who
viewed the presentation felt that the suggestions were very helpful and gave them ideas
for integrations in their own classrooms.
Peer Assessments

This presentation was given to four peers for review. The peers consisted of one
Building Resource Teacher, one Administrator, one Art Teacher, and one genera
classroom Teacher. Their assessments, in rubric form, are attached. (see Appendix) The
consensus of these assessments was consistent with the objectives of the project. All of
the peers agreed that they learned something about the value that art integrations bring to
the classroom. Each reviewer felt that the presentation was easy to follow and
understand. These peer assessors each felt that they |eft the presentation motivated to try
art integrations, and inspired to think about new ways to integr ate the arts into lessons

and assessments in their school or classroom. The Building Resource Teacher and the
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Administrator both noted the value of interdisciplinary lessons, and were interested in
discussing integrated lessons with their staff. The peer assessors felt that there were no
gaps or errors in the information presented, and none of the peers offered criticisms or
suggested changes to the presentation.
Limitations of the Project

In education, three issues are often cited as the primary limitations to the
implementation of any new or improved teaching method or technique. These three
issues are the lack of time, training, and funding. The administrators who viewed this
presentation all agreed that their staffs should be trained and encouraged to create more
complex, interdisciplinary lessons. The biggest problem seems to be alack of time.
Teachers have very little time in the school day to meet with other teachers, and to talk
about building bridges between subject areas for students. For many teachers, the
thought of recreating or rethinking their lessons and assessments seems overwhel ming.
Once these teachers understand the benefits of integrated |essons, and see examples of
how easily they can incorporate creativity into their existing lessons, they are more likely
to try an art integration. Administrators would love to spend their time training teachers
to develop engaging, complex, and integrated |essons that benefit students of all learning
styles. Unfortunately, the redlity is that their timeis often spent dealing with daily crisis
management, discipline issues, budgeting, and staffing; all of which leave little time for
research, discussion, or training on improvements to lesson delivery or assessment. One

of the goals of this project was to help overcome some of these limitations; by suggesting
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simple and creative ways to integrate lessons that would not require additional time,
specialized training, or increased funding.

Another significant limitation for art integration is the current educational climate,
which clearly stresses the achievement of standards and checkpoints, and performance on
high stakes tests. The pressure on administrators and teachers to meet performance goals
on standardized tests in the core subjects has altered priorities, budgets, and staffing, and
has pulled resources away from the arts. This project was designed to help educators to
acknowledge and readdress the importance of the various learning styles, interests, and
strengths of all students. When complex, integrated lessons, and creative projects and
assessments are presented to students, these students will develop critical thinking skills
and internalize the knowledge needed to perform well on standardized tests. It is so
important to foster the growth and development of the whole child through exposure to
the arts, quality teaching methods, and attention to life skills. It is the opinion of this
author that promoting the devel opment of happy, cultured, and well-rounded human
beings should be a higher priority than hitting every checkpoint in a curriculum guide, or
improving atest score.

Recommendations for the Future

Despite the myriad of research which clearly documents the benefits to students,
learning, and achievement when the arts are part of the curriculum, many schools
continue to focus more on traditional, direct teaching methods which emphasize only the
materia included on state and federally mandated high stakes tests. It would benefit all

students and educators if more studies could be done to document and publicize how
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deep, exploratory lessons that focus on current, real world problems and scenarios, and
include interdisciplinary concepts, technology, and arts integrations, are vital to the true
cognitive and social development of children. Our world is changing, and our
educational systems need to adapt and change as well.

It is popular in current American culture to publish the performance averages on
state and federal test scores by students in public schools in the newspaper and on
television. This publicity has caused tremendous political and public interest to be placed
on testing. More research could provide further evidence and proof that exposure to the
arts, better teaching practices, and complex, integrated lessons and assessments not only
increase engagement levels and retention of knowledge for students, but can also improve
performance on standardized test scores. Publication of this type of research could help
educators to shift the media focus away from test results. The goal should be to place the
media and public attention on the importance of arts and technology integrations, and
interdisciplinary learning, for the improvement of student achievement and the
development of successful 21% Century learners ard workers. If the public is going to
continue to monitor test scores, then school districts and educators are going to have to
become more media savvy, and learn new ways to inform the public of the best methods
for teaching children in our ever-changing, information and technology based society.
School districts, administrators, and teachers need to implement and inform the public on
the practices that are best for children in our current learning environment, and should not

cater to outdated political and media driven perceptions.
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Project Summary

The purpose of this project was to explore and eva uate the role of the artsin the
classroom. Through research, and areview of the current literature on this topic, this
author found overwhelming evidence that art integration, along with interdisciplinary
lessons and assessments provide students with a deeply enriched learning experience.
The arts help to reach students with a variety of learning styles, and open the door for the
creative exploration of ideas and concepts in any subject area. It has been documented
that when the arts are present in the curriculum there is an improvement in student:
achievement, engagement, depth of understanding and retention, self-esteem, and
attitudes.

The goal of this project was to share information about the benefits of integrating
the arts into the curriculum, and to encourage educators to implement art integrations in
their classrooms. The PowerPoint presentation provided teachers and administrators with
an overview of the research and literature on the topic of art integration, and the many
benefits for students that come from exposure to the arts, and integrated lessons and
assessments. The presentation also offered suggestions and examples of easy methods to
start integrating the arts into current lessons and assessments in any classroom. This
project was designed to inform teachers that it is not difficult, time consuming, or costly
to offer creative options to students. Integrated lessons are often more relevart and
engaging for both students and teachers. Integrating the arts gives students the
opportunity to explore ideas, make connections, and communicate in avariety of ways.

Arts integrations, interdisciplinary lessons, and creative assessments allow teachers and
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students to utilize their strengths and interests to make the teaching and learning process

more meaningful and successful.
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Peer Assessment Rubric
Arts Integration in the Classroom
PowerPoint Presentation

Content: Poor Average Excellent
Organization 1.
Ideas Included 1 .
Explanation of Concept 1 .
Clarity of Thoughts 1.
Persuasiveness 1.
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