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Appendix E 

Observation Instrument 

Teacher Form: Students Living in Poverty 

73 



OBSERVATION INSTRUMENT
TEACHER FORM 

Student name_______________________________________ Grade Level__________ 
Teacher name ______________________________________ Date ________________ 

Almost 
Always Frequently Occasionally Seldom or Never

Linguistics
creates original jokes, often imitates people  
       or events mimics accurately 4 3 2 1
expressive in casual register 4 3 2 1
"smart mouth" - destructive humor 4 3 2 1
tells stories 4 3 2 1
uninhibited expressions of opinion 4 3 2 1

Interpersonal
discerns patterns in human behavior 4 3 2 1
likes to stump people with hard questions 4 3 2 1
questions authority; unwilling to follow rules 4 3 2 1

Logic-Mathematical
ability to see relationships and detect 4 3 2 1

patterns
resourceful and/or clever use of materials 4 3 2 1

Social Norms
has affinity for graffiti 4 3 2 1
high risk-taker; unafraid to break rules and  
      challenge authority and others 4 3 2 1
makes decisions quickly without regard for 

consequences 4 3 2 1
may display low self-image 4 3 2 1
questioning attitude 4 3 2 1
questions fairness 4 3 2 1
strong sense of justice as defined by poverty 4 3 2 1
stubborn; does not do what needs to be done 

because he/she is not through with his/her 
priorities 4 3 2 1
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Learning 
identifies with anti-hero, sees anti-hero as a 

victim 4 3 2 1
learns quickly when sees relevance 4 3 2 1
questions focus on relationships, extensive

memory of people and conversations 4 3 2 1
unexpected or unusual points of view 4 3 2 1
unusual presentation of ideas 4 3 2 1

Almost 
Always Frequently Occasionally

Seldom or 
Never

Other Characteristics
concern for social issues 4 3 2 1
curious about ideas 4 3 2 1
Curious about information 4 3 2 1
Does not give up easily 4 3 2 1
Does not need repetition of information 4 3 2 1
Eager to work 4 3 2 1
goal-oriented 4 3 2 1
goes above teacher expectations 4 3 2 1
has interests in many topics 4 3 2 1
Inquisitive 4 3 2 1
is a perfectionist 4 3 2 1
is a self starter 4 3 2 1
is highly creative 4 3 2 1
learns at a faster rate than his/her peers 4 3 2 1
offers clever and unusual response 4 3 2 1
Questions and pushes for more information 4 3 2 1
seeks answers 4 3 2 1
sets own goals 4 3 2 1
Sticks to a task 4 3 2 1
strives to meet high standards 4 3 2 1
understands subtleties of language in his/her
     primary language 4 3 2 1
uses formal register to communicate with 
     others 4 3 2 1

Do you have any comments to share about this student? 
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Appendix F 

E-mails Granting Permission to Include Copyrighted Materials 
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